Athersley – New Lodge Steering Group Meeting

Wednesday 17th November 2011

	Attendees: Paul Dawson, Chris Corker, Tracey Shaw, Hazel Rogers, Madge Busby, Paula Staniforth, Jenny Platts, Roy Butterwood, Peter Robinson, Ian Armitage, Steve Keen


	

	Apologies: Len Picken, Chris Darby, Cath Gordon


	

	Minutes of previous meeting: The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record of the previous meeting.


	

	Matters arising: The trees on Radcliffe Road had now been cut back by the Nursing Home, however Chris Corker would to check that the remainder of the site had also been cut back. 

It was confirmed that works for the fencing on Ravenfield Drive and the work to stop vehicles crossing the pavement outside the TARA Office would be completed in the new year, the delay has been with Highways prioritizing the new pathways to the new Academy.

  
	

	Performance: The performance table had been sent out with the minutes and Paul explained that after the recent review of Steering Groups it was felt that every group should be presented with the same information in the same format. The new table showed last years overall performance for the team and each months performance so far this year, it includes 1st, 2nd and 3rd Introductory tenancy visits, void days etc. it was agreed to also include the global position on future tables.

The dates for the following years Steering Groups were agreed, they will be every 8 weeks, as they are now, again the recent review of steering groups proposed that this should be the case.

Paul agreed to bring next years estate walkabout schedule to the next steering group meeting for agreement, it was hoped to include a number of late afternoon walkabouts during the summer months.

Steve Keen gave a brief update about the new central heating pilot being carried out in Athersley, new systems had been fitted at 10 properties throughout the borough which worked on airflow. The systems take in air form outside and turn the air into heat through a system of condensers, the system allows the property to kept at a constant temperature both upstairs and downstairs. The systems currently cost around £10,000 but have been subsidized by the previous government as a greener alternative to gas. The system is relatively low on cost compared to gas and on average cost about £600 to heat a house. 


	

	Neighbourhood Services: In line with the recent review Neighbourhood Services would be an agenda item, if problems arise it was proposed to invite the Supervisor to the steering group to feed into the group and address the problem/issue. It was agreed that due to workloads the Supervisor would only be invited if a particular problem/issue required their input. 


	

	Safer Neighbourhood Team: Ian Armitage presented some information to the group, the SNT had been involved in a very successful Bonfire/Mischievous Night Operation where there had actually been a reduction on antisocial behaviour. The team had seized a number of motorcycles and quad bikes over the summer/autumn period. 

Auto crime had been a recent priority and two males had been apprehended in nearby Notton, they were found to be equipped with the necessary tools for auto crime and were arrested, the arrest also found a quantity of drugs. 

Overall in the SNT area many reported crimes were down and the team continued to look at different working patterns and shifts, the recent clamp down on auto crime had some Officers working 3 p.m. to 3 a.m.


	

	Regeneration: An off-street parking scheme had been agreed for Standhill Crescent, details would be made available in due course. Yorkshire Housing were still working on plans for further new build on the estate however government finance for housing was still unclear. Some service disconnections were taking slightly longer than normal as an owner occupier was still to move, however this was moving forward, a property had been identified and the legal paperwork was now being completed. The allotment scheme was moving ahead and work should start in the new year.

  
	

	Any other business: There was no other business.


	

	Date and time of next meeting: The next meeting would be Wednesday 12th January 2011 at 2.30 p.m. at Mansfield Road TARA Office.


	


