Eric’s tips

Laying a patio

Akhough we are stil in the tapths of wintss,
itz nat 109 carly o start thinking about your
sAring project Tor yanr ganden

How about creating 2 seating area Tor thie
ot sunmer evenings.

O of thi szt and meest precical ways af
doing 50 s by laying 2 patio constracied of Asgsiones

& patia i 3 usafi| Teatan oo oy paden with a varisty of sitabla
paving avaiabla in all colours, shapes and sims.

& litthe cana is wquired when siting and constructing. & sunny pasition
is most Tavanned, usually reario the house

Direnw 2 phan i caicuiaba haw many Magsiones wil ba mouinad. our
local buddar's merchant wil ba ahka to adviss and should have
qoad seloction. Ha will 2o ananga delvary.

After deciding on pastion, size and calawr af Tlagebanes you 3 raady
kg

Good patios meed good foundations.

Eagin by marking out the ske, with pags and buikders ling, allowing a
slight 131l far deainaqe. Tha degrth should bo the thidmeos: af tha
Placstone phes 1.5 inch thickreas of conorate plus 4 inch for hard oo
The begw shoald be compadiad wing 3 "compadiar” you <an hing
Ehese from yowr Iozal hik shop.

The Ragstones can b laid on markar mix 1-art coment, & parts
sharp sand Ut 2 trowal o spread martar to 2 unifomm Ehickness
Flace flagstana and tarep qently with 2 rubbar nallat il lovel,
cantimus with H1e naxt allowing 2.25inch gap and check with a spint
Iovel. Cantinee unci complaia. &fter alowing mortar ba s, usally
two or thie days, T tha jains with an almest dy mortar mix,
kaaping off tha Tlagstons suriace o avid staining

Patio Planters and Containors

AN G5y W2y t0 brighten up your patio o any part of your garden is
by manting in comtainers THey tan ako be usad ta canceal unsightly
drsin e A b placad near tha fant door can maka 2 Tragrant
and colpurful wekcanie

Almost amy plant can be put in 2 containes bat evaid wing very tal
ana abo planks thak requin beqoy condbiors should not ba put in
CANEAiners.

& hugea variaty of comtainer ana soid by garden centres, in al shapes
and sizms, made in Teracotta, Aluminism, Sing, Taak, Soitwead,
\Cancrets, and Flastic

Almcst amyehing £an be usad or adapted b hold plancs, avan oM
chimrsy otz laok affective. Ol coal sarttes, sinks, or cattia boughs
can be utdised and have becoms wary Teshionabla, Cak bamds sawn
in ek make ookt patic planas

Selert containars o seit your planks, for instance Alpines thrive
in a shallow iray or roagh. Plants such 2 small shrubs and
dwarl canifers egrin deapsr tabs

Plan where yon want to place your comtainars an the patio, onoa
thay are filled with sail and plants, thay became very hoavy b
mova. Ramember spaca & reguind il around for watering and
tending the planis.

‘When planting conisinas, n by placing braben aodes mver
tha drainage holes, than add drainage material, bo about a
uarter of the mntainers dapth, coarss graval or larger sone @n
ba psad

MWt add the planing material, petting compast is best, but
gacd gamkn sail is an akamativg, miced fiest wich paat and than
Tertiizer.

With a rowel begin planting, pat the talkst planis in the ente
of the tub First and cantimea placing smaler plants acund antil
Tilled

‘Whien your fubs and comainars am filed remember o add a
high potash Tertdiser weshdy to fead your plants and keap them
in good condition. Also water frequandy even ¥ it rins, il use
tha hasa ot kst two or thies timas 2 waak to prvant drying
oirt. Always water in the evening ar ey maming and do not
oved wakar

Firaly alsa dan't forqet that permissions miay be requined for
your patio.

Pleane concact your local Howsing Im pact Officar who will ba
plenad 10 advisa you on how o apply.




