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Assured and Shorthold tenancies are the
commonest forms of arrangement for the letting of
houses and flats by private landlords.  They were
introduced by the Housing Act 1988 but important
changes were made by the Housing Act 1996 with
effect from 28 February 1997.

Assured and Shorthold tenancies were introduced
to encourage lettings by allowing landlords to
charge a full market rent, unlike previous forms of
tenancy.  Shorthold tenancies also allow landlords
to let their property for a short period only and to
get it back if they wish after 6 months. The
changes in the 1996 Act make it easier to set up a
Shorthold tenancy and quicker and simpler to evict
tenants who fail to pay their rent or cause nuisance
and annoyance to other local people.

A tenancy agreement will be signed by both tenant
and landlord, the tenant will be given a copy.
Prospective tenants should be given every
opportunity to read and understand the terms of
the tenancy before signing and being bound by it.

The tenant has a duty to take proper care of the
property and use it in a responsible way, pay the
rent as agreed and keep to the terms of the
tenancy agreement.

The tenant has the legal right to live in the
property as his or her home, and the landlord must
get permission from the tenant before entering the
premises.

If you require any further information a publication
entitled “Assured and assured shorthold tenancies:
A Guide for tenants” is available free of charge by
phoning; 08701 226 236, or by emailing:
communities@twoten.com
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